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=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
1. From the Editor's Desk
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

The Apple II community is what drove me to join the online world.  In the many precursors to today's Syndicomm Online service, I began with a 1200 baud Apple Personal Modem and Smartcom telecommunications software on an Apple //e; with the help of fellow enthusiasts Scott Everts and Loren Damewood, I began a long path of software and hardware upgrades, netiquette lessons, and friendships.

Of course, all good things must end.  And so my many happy memories of the Apple II community will be permanently marred when they rake me over the coals next month during the annual KansasFest Celebrity Roast.

I balk at the title of "celebrity"; when I consider being this year's victim in the context of past years', there is a noticeable discrepancy in contributions to the community to have earned such an honor.  Yet once such an avalanche has begun, there is little I can do to stop it.

However, you'll pardon me if I'm scarce from the Apple II forum for awhile... and if perhaps I'm double-checking my closets for hidden cameras.

-Ken Gagne
Editor, Syndicommotion
writing@syndicomm.com

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
2. Syndicomm News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Promotions
----------
The Buddy Program, free video games offer, and Operation Douglas contest mentioned in our last issue are all still in effect.  Visit <http://www.syndicomm.com/about/buddyprogram.html>, the Gamebits forum, and the Prolific Quill forum, respectively, for details.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
3. Forum Roster
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

All forums can be accessed by telnetting to syndicomm.com and typing the forum's respective keyword at any menu prompt.  Via web browser, surf to <http://www.syndicomm.com/communities/keyword> where "keyword" is that forum's keyword, or use the links below.  All email addresses are @syndicomm.com.

Forum               Keyword      Page   SysOp's Name       SysOp's Email
================    ==========   ====   =============      =============
HelpDesk            HELPDESK      150   Eric Shepherd      HELPDESK
Palm OS             PALM          590   Thomas Compter     PALM
Macintosh           MAC           605   Ed Reppert         MAC
Apple II Forum      A2            645   Ryan Suenaga       A2
Newton Alive        NEWTON        650   Kim Howe           NEWTON
Live Games          LIVEGAMES     810   Lisa McKleroy      LIVEGAMES
Family Fun & Games  FUN           820   Michele Greb       FUN
Role Playing Games  RPG           833   Thomas Compter     RPG
Showbits            SHOWBITS      840   Ken Gagne          SHOWBITS
Gamebits            GAMEBITS      850   Ken Gagne          GAMEBITS
Singles             SINGLES       910   Ken Gagne          SINGLES
Refunders' Refuge   REFUNDERS     915   Jamie Yates        REFUNDERS
Women's Life        WOMEN         940   Michele Greb       WOMEN
Fertile Grounds     FERTILE       950   Kathryn Holderman  FERTILE
Life w/Diabetes     DIABETES      955   Lora Harville      DIABETES
Prolific Quill      QUILL         990   Ken Gagne          QUILL
Policy & Politics   POLICY       1600   Eric Shepherd      POLICY

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
4. Forum News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

HelpDesk
Page 150
Keyword: HELPDESK
-----------------
Syndicomm wants your ideas for ways to make our service better!  Visit Category 4, Topic 3: Feature Ideas & Requests in the HelpDesk forum and post your ideas for features or other changes you'd like to see implemented to improve your online experience!  Help us prioritize the work we'll be doing to make Syndicomm Online better than ever!

Palm OS
Page 590
Keyword: PALM
-------------
What is the future of Palm devices, operating systems, and the like?  You may own such a handheld, but who owns the name?  The corporate shuffling of these names will shortly be resolved, thanks to some new arrangements.  See Topics 4 and 12 in Category 4: 3Com/Palm for more details.

Macintosh
Page 605
Keyword: MAC
------------
Tiger, Apple's latest revision to the Macintosh operating system, is not without its flaws and limitations.  Whether you're trying to find a file using Spotlight or comparing Dashboard with Konfabulator, tips and tricks for working with and around Tiger's features can be found in Category 9, Topic 3: The Future of Mac OS X.  On a lighter note, learn also how to broadcast music from almost any portable device to your car's FM radio in Category 12, Topic 10: Sound Hardware.

Apple II
Page 645
Keyword: A2
-----------
It's the last full month before KansasFest, the premiere annual Apple II exposition!  Stop by Category 5, Topic 7: KFest 2005 to read announcements about who's coming and what sessions are being held.  You never know what software, hardware, or people you'll see in Kansas City, so stop by and share your plans to attend!

Showbits
Page 840
Keyword: SHOWBITS
-----------------
"Revenge of the Sith" has prompted a flurry of messages offering reactions, interpretations, and accolades.  The film was almost everything everyone expected, yet still left us reeling with its implications for the "Star Wars" universe.  Share your post-viewing thoughts in Category 33, Topic 1: Star Wars Spoilers.  With the sixth and final final tale in George Lucas' galaxy came the conclusion to eighteen consecutive years of "Star Trek".  Discuss the finale of "Enterprise" in Category 13, Topic 6, and the future of the series in Category 13, Topic 1: Star Trek General Discussion.

Gamebits
Page 850
Keyword: GAMEBITS
-----------------
With the passing of last month's Electronic Entertainment Expo, concrete details on yet another generation of video game consoles have become available.  Read the specifications and speculations in our new discussion areas: Category 28, Sony PlayStation 3; Category 31, Microsoft Xbox 360; and Category 15, Nintendo Revolution.

Prolific Quill
Page 990
Keyword: QUILL
--------------
We all know how difficult it can be to choose the right word for a given meaning.  Even harder can be spelling an esoteric vocabulary selection.  Test your mettle against national spelling bee champs as we offer difficulty and obscure words and quizzes in Category 5, Topic 5: Vocabulary.  If you're trying to string those words into sentences and stories, you want to make sure you're headed in the right direction.  Help get your story off the ground with some inspiration from Category 13, Topic 1: General Discussion of Fiction Writing.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=
5. Other News
=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Offline Readers (OLRs)
----------------------
The options for Syndicomm offline readers are growing, but still have a ways to go.  Syndicomm engineering will work with any interested programmers and script writers who want to develop OLRs for Macintosh, Windows, or other operating systems.  Email eng@syndicomm.com if interested.

Want to Start a Forum?
----------------------
Syndicomm has grown quickly since its inception, due in no small part to its dedicated and ingenious development team.  But there's plenty more that everyone else can contribute, too!

Various members of Syndicomm have expressed interest in seeing the service grow to include specific forums.  They'd like the following topics to have their own discussion areas: Windows/PCs; Travel; Genealogy; Geography; Fiber/Textile; and various consumer and professional topics.  If you're interested in managing one of these or other communities, email contracts@syndicomm.com.

=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=
6. About Syndicommotion
=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=

Syndicommotion is written, edited, and published entirely using Apple II and Macintosh hardware and software.  Copyright (c) 2005 by Syndicomm.  All rights reserved.  Syndicomm, Syndicomm Online, and Syndicommotion are trademarks of Eric Shepherd.
